THE SCHISM
Mary, and she herself was in her thirty-eighth year. At last Mary,
at the end of October 1553, made up her mind to marry her
cousin Philip, the Prince of Spain, who was much the same age
as Courtenay. And she was urged to this course by the majority
of her Council, against the advice of Gardiner.
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The Counter-Reformation. The reaction against the
Reformation was now in full swing. It had come tardily,
because not even the most extreme Reformers nor those who
most clearly saw the danger of the new religious enthusiasm had
appreciated that there was a danger of destroying Christendom.
Half a lifetime had passed since the first upheaval in Germany,
but the violent debates had been so confused and those who
took part in them were of such varied enthusiasms and in such
different degrees of revolt against the old traditional religion
that it took a long time before the two camps were drawn up.
The Papacy was very slow to defend its cause, for it believed
the movement to be a passing one, and it dreaded the calling of
a General Council. General Councils had in the immediate
past almost supplanted the Papacy. And, on the other hand,
the Protestant Reformers were not keen on a General Council
either, for it would overwhelmingly have condemned their tenets
and might even, had it been called early enough, have pro-
claimed a crusade against them. Then there was the difficulty
of knowing where a General Council should be called; wherever
it met it would be under the domination of some temporal
prince—and all princes were asserting their individual power
too much for the Papacy. Further, it would be difficult to make
the Council a full one. England until Mary's accession would
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